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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  ORNAMENTS  ON  THE  COVER. 


The  ornaments  on  the  cover  having  created  greater  interest  with  the  public  than  the  author  ever  expected,  he  is  induced  to  give  the 
following  extended  explanation  of  them,  instead  of  the  concise  notices  which  appeared  in  the  third  page  of  the  Cover  to  the  first  number. 

The  Cross  Keys  and  Triple-crowned  Tiara  in  the  Shield,  in  the  field  of  the  page,  are  the  bearings  of  the  See  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome,  and 
are  copied  from  the  Shield  in  the  Large  Tower  of  the  Cathedral.  The  Keys  are  symbolical  of  the  spiritual  power  of  the  Pope ;  one  being  of 
gold,  represents  the  power  of  absolving  penitent  sinners ;  the  other,  of  silver,  represents  the  power  of  excommunicating  the  impenitent. 

The  Triple-crowned  Tiara  surmounted  by  a  Cross,  is  designed  to  show  that  the  Pope,  in  respect  of  civil  power,  is  a  Christian  High  Priest, 
Emperor,  and  King.  Authors  rather  disagree  as  to  the  precise  periods  when  the  Crowns  were  added  to  the  Conical  Cap,  but  the  best  authorities 
assign  the  Tiara  with  one  crown,  similar  to  that  at  g,  to  Boniface  VIII,  about  1294;  the  Tiara  with  two  crowns  to  Benedict  XII,  about  1334; 
and  the  Tiara  with  three  crowns  to  John  XXIII,  about  1410.  St.  Gregory  the  Great  is  represented  in  the  large  east  window  of  the  Cathedral 
with  a  Tiara  similar  to  that  at  o ;  as  are  also  several  other  Popes  in  the  clerestory  windows  of  the  choir.  St.  Peter,  in  a  window  of  the  north 
aisle,  has  a  Tiara  with  two  crowns ;  whilst  many  Popes  in  the  clerestory  windows  have  three  crowns  on  the  Tiara. 

The  two  Pendants  of  the  Tiara  are  symbolical  of  the  two  methods  of  interpreting  Sacred  Scripture,  one  according  to  the  mystical  sense, 
the  other  according  to  the  literal. 

One  portion  of  the  Crest  of  the  border  is  the  upper  part  of  a  Pope's  processional  Cross,  having  only  two  transverse  bars,  as  it  appears  with 
all  the  effigies  of  the  Popes  in  the  windows  of  the  Cathedral ;  whilst  all  Archbishops  are  there  represented  with  a  processional  Cross,  having 
one  transverse  bar ;  and  Bishops  with  a  Pastoral  Staff,  or  Crosier.  The  ensign  of  the  Roman  Pontiff  now  is  a  processional  Cross,  having  thre€ 
transverse  bars. 

The  other  portion  of  the  Crest  is  the  upper  part  of  a  Pastoral  Staff  or  Crosier,  as  used  by  both  Archbishops  and  Bishops,  and  is  symbolical 
of  the  pastoral  power  communicated  by  Christ  to  his  Disciples.  The  present  figure  represents  the  top  of  the  Crosier,  (now  in  the  vestry,)  which 
was  seized  by  the  Earl  of  Danby,  during  the  Revolution  of  1688,  from  the  possession  of  Dr.  James  Smith,  Bishop  of  Callipolis,  who  was  then 
at  York,  being  appointed  Vicar  Apostolic  of  the  Northern  District  of  England. 

a — The  old  Arms  of  the  See,  as  displayed  in  the  Large  Tower,  viz. : — The  Pall  and  Archiepiscopal  Cross.  Before  the  Catholic  Archbishops 
received  the  pallium  or  pall  from  Rome,  they  were  not  entitled  to  be  called  Archbishops,  nor  allowed  to  perform  any  of  the  Archiepiscopal 
functions.  The  pall  was  the  distinguishing  badge  of  an  Archbishop,  and  was  worn  over  the  shoulders  on  particular  occasions.  It  was  formed 
of  three  pieces  of  white  cloth  or  stuff,  about  three  fingers  broad,  with  the  fringe  or  shag  hanging  down ;  it  was  made  of  the  wool  of  lambs,  and 
was  embroidered  with  four  purple  crosses,  emblematical  of  the  cardinal  virtues.  Previous  to  its  being  sent  to  the  Metropolitan,  it  was  placed 
by  the  Pope  upon  St.  Peter's  tomb. 

The  Archiepiscopal  processional  Cross  implied  that  the  See  of  York  was  Archiepiscopal,  and  that  the  pall  was  not  in  a  Bishoprick,  as  was 

sometimes  the  case  through  favour. 

This  bearing  of  the  See  was,  probably,  retained  until  the  termination,  in  1352,  of  the  dispute  concerning  precedency  between  Canterbury 
and  York,  when  Canterbury  obtainedjudgment  for  its  precedency,  and  that  See  has  thenceforth  retained  this  bearing. 

b — The  Arms  of  the  Percys,  from  the  west  end  of  the  Church.  The  family  of  the  Percys  were  noble  and  liberal  benefactors  to  the 
fabric. 

c — The  Arms  of  the  Vavasours,  from  the  west  end.  The  family  of  the  Vavasours  were  munificent  and  liberal  benefactors,  not  only  to  the 
Church  of  York,  but  to  many  ecclesiastical  edifices. 

d — The  Arms  of  the  See,  as  used  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  taken  from  the  east  window.  The  dexter  side  of  the  shield  is 
charged  with  the  original  bearing  of  the  shield  a,  whilst  the  sinister  side  is  charged  with  the  symbols  of  the  See  of  St.  Peter  :  thus  showing  that 
although  precedency  had  been  assigned  to  the  See  of  Canterbury,  yet  the  Archbishop  of  York  was  truly  Metropolitan  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
See  of  St.  Peter  in  England,  and  also  that  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  of  the  See  was  derived  from  the  Bishop  of  Rome. 

e — The  present  Arms  of  the  See.  Here  the  Archiepiscopal  Pall  and  Staff,  and  the  Pope's  Tiara,  are  rejected,  and  the  keys  only,  as  emblems 
of  St.  Peter,  are  retained,  and  surmounted  by  a  Regal  Crown.  This  alteration  in  the  bearing  was,  probably,  introduced  on  the  change  of 
religion,  when  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  of  the  See  was  denied  to  be  derived  from  the  Pope,  and  asserted  to  be  from  the  King. 

p — The  Arms  of  his  Grace  the  present  Lord  Archbishop  of  York,  united  to  the  modern  ensigns  of  the  See. 

g — The  Pope's  Conical  Cap,  exhibited  on  a  large  scale,  as  displayed  in  the  Arms  of  the  See  at  the  commencement  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
and  on  the  heads  of  several  Popes. 

h — The  Mitre  as  generally  used,  with  the  modern  Arms  of  the  See,  upon  the  Seals  of  the  Archbishops  in  ecclesiastical  transactions.  It 
is  the  form  which  adorns  the  heads  of  the  statues  of  deceased  Archbishops,  and  the  form  assigned  by  Guillim,  Robson,  and  several  heraldic 
writers  to  the  English  Archbishops.  Yet  it  is  more  fashionable  now  to  represent  the  Mitre  as  a  Crest,  indicative  of  the  combined  rank  of  an 
Archbishop,  as  in  the  order  of  precedency  of  the  political  state  (i.  e.  the  Mitre  issuing  from  a  Ducal  Coronet) ;  and  this  combination  of  rank 
was  introduced  on  the  Seal  of  the  See,  either  by  his  Grace  the  last  Archbishop  or  his  predecessor,  certainly  not  earlier.  In  ecclesiastical 
precedence  the  true  ensign  of  an  Archbishop  was  not  in  the  Mitre  but  in  the  Pall,  as  displayed  in  the  several  windows  of  the  Minster. 

The  splendour  of  the  Mitre  represented  the  honour  and  glory  with  which  the  venerable  servant  of  the  Lord  was  crowned.  The  two  parts 
of  the  Mitre,  the  Old  Law  and  the  New,  and  its  pendants,  the  mystical  and  literal  sense  of  interpretation  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 

The  Foliage  is  the  "  Herba  Benedicta,"  used  generally  as  the  ornamental  foliage  of  the  Church,  until  about  the  end  of  the  thirteenth 
century. 

See  Picart  Ceremonies  Religieuses,  8fC. — Dissert,  sur  les  Cerem.  des  Cathol.  Rom. — Rees'  Cycloped.,  Art.  Mitre,  Crosier. — Fosbroke's 
Encycl.  of  Antiq.,  Art.  Vestments. — Innocent  III,  on  the  Mass. — Drakes  Hist,  of  York. — Dodd's  Church  Hist. — Guillim  s  Heraldry. 


PROSPECTUS. 


The  scarcity  of  "  Halfpenny's  Gothic  Ornaments  of  York  Cathedral,"  the  anxiety  to  obtain  copies  of  that  celebrated  publication,  and 
the  regret  expressed  by  learned  Antiquaries,  that  the  successive  characteristic  improvements  in  design,  the  conventional  forms  of  foliage 
distinguishing  the  different  periods  of  erection,  and  the  magnificence  of  the  building  in  detail,  were  not  sufficiently  exhibited  in  that  work, 
induced  the  Author  of  this  proposed  History,  (as  far  back  as  the  year  1827,)  to  undertake  a  similar  series  of  additional  representations. 

The  unexpected  and  very  interesting  discovery  of  considerable  portions  of  the  walls  and  details  of  former  structures  below  the  choir,  in 
consequence  of  the  destruction  of  that  part  of  the  Cathedral  by  fire  in  the  year  1829,  and  the  access  which  was  obtained  to  all  the  other  parts 
of  the  edifice  while  undergoing  a  thorough  cleaning  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1835,  led  to  the  formation  of  a  plan  for  the  illustration  of  the 
rich  embellishments  and  the  early  history  of  the  building,  on  a  scale  more  extensive  than  had  ever  before  been  attempted. 

The  discussion  that  arose  out  of  the  proposal  to  remove  the  Organ-Screen  had  brought  to  light  some  valuable  matter  relating  to  the  history 
of  the  edifice,  and  suggested  many  doubts  as  to  the  correctness  of  what  had  been  commonly  stated  on  that  subject;  at  the  same  time  it  had 
started  several  difficulties  that  had  not  been  previously  felt,  and  excited  the  desire  of  a  more  patient  and  a  deeper  research  than  had  hitherto 
been  made.  To  solve  the  difficulties,  to  obtain  the  information  that  was  wanting  and  so  earnestly  desired,  became  an  object  intimately  connected 
with  the  illustration  of  the  embellishments  of  the  several  parts  of  the  edifice,  manifestly  the  work  of  different  ages.  To  effect  this  object  it  was 
necessary  that  the  Author  should  have  free  access,  not  only  to  the  manuscript  records  of  the  See,  but  to  those  of  the  Venerable  the  Dean  and 
Chapter ;  and  such  access  was  granted  to  him  by  the  Dignitaries  of  the  Church  and  the  Officers  connected  with  the  depositories  of  such  records, 
with  a  promptitude  and  liberality,  that  claim  his  most  ardent  gratitude. 

The  manuscript  records  in  the  Archbishop's  register  office  embrace  the  registers  of  the  principal  ecclesiastical  transactions  of  the  Archbishops 
of  the  See,  from  Walter  Grey,  who  was  elected  to  the  pontificate  in  1216,  also  registers  of  wills  from  1389.  The  manuscripts  in  the  Dean  and 
Chapter's  office  embrace  registers  of  the  acts  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  &c,  from  the  year  1284;  registers  of  wills  from  1491 ;  the  renowned 
"  Magnum  Registrum  album,"  in  four  parts,  commencing  with  William  the  Conqueror,  and  Mr.  Torre's  elaborate  observations  on  the  ancient 
registers  of  the  Church.  The  result  of  the  Author's  labours  among  these  voluminous  manuscript  records  has  been  the  accumulation  of  a  large 
mass  of  unpublished  interesting  matter,  consisting  of  Bulls  from  the  Roman  Pontiffs,  Indulgences,  Acts  of  Chapters,  Commissions,  Appointments, 
Contracts,  Endowments,  Donations,  &c,  &c,  which  have  enabled  him  to  correct  several  erroneous  statements,  generally  to  be  met  with  in 
preceding  histories  of  the  building. 

The  manuscripts  relating  to  the  edifice  in  the  British  Museum,  in  the  Cottonian,  the  Lansdowne,  and  Harleian  Collections,  have  been 
particularly  and  closely  examined,  and  much  valuable  information  extracted  from  them.  Besides  these,  the  Author  has  carefully  consulted 
several  ancient  writers  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  the  valuable  manuscripts  of  the  indefatigable  Dodsworth,  and  of  Beckwith.  Important 
matter  has  also  been  obtained  by  him  from  records  in  the  Dutchy  Court  of  Lancaster  in  London ;  and  from  the  private  records  in  Hazelwood 
Hall,  the  ancient  seat  of  some  of  the  earliest  contributors  to  the  fabric,  which  the  Author  has  been  permitted  to  consult,  through  the  kindness 
of  the  Hon.  Sir  E.  M.  Vavasour,  Baronet. 

Disregarding  the  statements  of  modern  historians,  the  Author  has  been  anxious  to  confine  his  compilation  to  those  which  have  the  authority 
of  ancient  manuscript  documents,  and  of  contemporary  writers,  whenever  their  testimony  could  be  obtained.  His  earnest  desire  to  avoid  error 
has  led  him  into  a  course  of  very  laborious  investigation ;  but  his  labour  has  been  sustained  and  amply  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  much 
important  information  hitherto  not  generally  known,  relating  to  the  history  of  an  edifice  justly  the  object  of  universal  admiration. 

This  large  collection  of  facts  illustrative  of  the  progress  of  the  building  of  the  Cathedral,  aided  by  representations  of  very  curious  and 
beautiful  embellishments,  displaying  the  conventional  characters  of  the  various  parts  of  the  edifice  will,  the  Author  trusts,  be  not  undeserving 
of  the  attention  and  patronage,  not  only  of  the  antiquary,  but  also  of  the  general  historian,  and  the  lover  of  art. 


CONDITIONS. 

1.  — The  Work  will  be  divided  into  distinct  portions,  each  containing  the  history  and  description  of  the  several  successive  edifices,  and 
parts  of  the  present  edifice  and  their  characteristic  embellishments;  with  references,  where  necessary,  to  Halfpenny's  "  Gothic  Ornaments." 

2.  — The  historical  statements  in  the  Work  will  be  accompanied  with  full  and  accurate  references  to  the  Manuscript  Records,  or  Books, 
from  which  they  have  been  collected. 

3.  — The  Work  will  be  published  in  Numbers,  to  appear  once  and  sometimes  twice  in  every  three  months,  until  the  whole,  amounting, 
probably,  to  about  twenty-five,  be  completed. 

4.  — It  will  be  printed  on  a  fine  wove  paper,  to  correspond  with  Halfpenny's  "  Gothic  Ornaments,"  at  Seven  Shillings  and  Sixpence  each 
Number. 

5.  — Each  Number  will  contain  five  plates,  with  a  portion  of  letter  press.   The  plates  to  be  etchings  upon  copper  by  the  Author  and  his  son. 


Those  Noblemen,  Clergy,  and  Gentlemen  who  approve  of  the  Author's  undertaking,  are  humbly  solicited  to  patronize  and  support  it,  and 
to  forward  their  names  and  residence  to  the  Author,  No.  21,  Blake-street,  York;  Mr.  Weale,  Architectural  Library,  No.  59,  High  Holborn, 
London  ;  Mr.  Sunter,  (Successor  to  Messrs.  Todd,)  York  ;  or  to  the  principal  Booksellers  in  York  and  other  places. 


PATRONS  AND  SUBSCRIBERS. 


HER  MOST  GRACIOUS  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA,  BY  COMMAND. 
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THE  RIGHT  HON.  THE  EARL  DE  GREY. 
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HALL,  Rev.  C,  Terrington. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  ORNAMENTS  ON  THE  COVER. 


1  he  ornaments  on  the  cover  having  created  greater  interest  with  the  public  than  the  author  ever  expected,  he  is  induced  to  give  the 
following  extended  explanation  of  them,  instead  of  the  concise  notices  which  appeared  in  the  third  page  of  the  Cover  to  the  first  number. 

The  Cross  Keys  and  Triple-crowned  Tiara  in  the  Shield,  in  the  field  of  the  page,  are  the  bearings  of  the  See  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome,  and 
are  copied  from  the  Shield  in  the  Large  Tower  of  the  Cathedral.  The  Keys  are  symbolical  of  the  spiritual  power  of  the  Pope ;  one  being  of 
gold,  represents  the  power  of  absolving  penitent  sinners  ;  the  other,  of  silver,  represents  the  power  of  excommunicating  the  impenitent. 

The  Triple-crowned  Tiara  surmounted  by  a  Cross,  is  designed  to  show  that  the  Pope,  in  respect  of  civil  power,  is  a  Christian  High  Priest, 
Emperor,  and  King.  Authors  rather  disagree  as  to  the  precise  periods  when  the  Crowns  were  added  to  the  Conical  Cap,  but  the  best  authorities 
assign  the  Tiara  with  one  crown,  similar  to  that  at  o,  to  Boniface  VIII,  about  1294;  the  Tiara  with  two  crowns  to  Benedict  XII,  about  1334; 
and  the  Tiara  with  three  crowns  to  John  XXIII,  about  1410.  St.  Gregory  the  Great  is  represented  in  the  large  east  window  of  the  Cathedral 
with  a  Tiara  similar  to  that  at  o ;  as  are  also  several  other  Popes  in  the  clerestory  windows  of  the  choir.  St.  Peter,  in  a  window  of  the  north 
aisle,  has  a  Tiara  with  two  crowns ;  whilst  many  Popes  in  the  clerestory  windows  have  three  crowns  on  the  Tiara. 

The  two  Pendants  of  the  Tiara  are  symbolical  of  the  two  methods  of  interpreting  Sacred  Scripture,  one  according  to  the  mystical  sense, 
the  other  according  to  the  literal. 

One  portion  of  the  Crest  of  the  border  is  the  upper  part  of  a  Pope's  processional  Cross,  having  only  two  transverse  bars,  as  it  appears  with 
all  the  effigies  of  the  Popes  in  the  windows  of  the  Cathedral ;  whilst  all  Archbishops  are  there  represented  with  a  processional  Cross,  having 
one  transverse  bar ;  and  Bishops  with  a  Pastoral  Staff,  or  Crosier.  The  ensign  of  the  Roman  Pontiff  now  is  a  processional  Cross,  having  three 
transverse  bars. 

The  other  portion  of  the  Crest  is  the  upper  part  of  a  Pastoral  Staff  or  Crosier,  as  used  by  both  Archbishops  and  Bishops,  and  is  symbolical 
of  the  pastoral  power  communicated  by  Christ  to  his  Disciples.  The  present  figure  represents  the  top  of  the  Crosier,  (now  in  the  vestry,)  which 
was  seized  by  the  Earl  of  Danby,  during  the  Revolution  of  1688,  from  the  possession  of  Dr.  James  Smith,  Bishop  of  Callipolis,  who  was  then 
at  York,  being  appointed  Vicar  Apostolic  of  the  Northern  District  of  England. 

a — The  old  Arms  of  the  See,  as  displayed  in  the  Large  Tower,  viz. : — The  Pall  and  Archiepiscopal  Cross.  Before  the  Catholic  Archbishops 
received  the  pallium  or  pall  from  Rome,  they  were  not  entitled  to  be  called  Archbishops,  nor  allowed  to  perform  any  of  the  Archiepiscopal 
functions.  The  pall  was  the  distinguishing  badge  of  an  Archbishop,  and  was  worn  over  the  shoulders  on  particular  occasions.  It  was  formed 
of  three  pieces  of  white  cloth  or  stuff,  about  three  fingers  broad,  with  the  fringe  or  shag  hanging  down ;  it  was  made  of  the  wool  of  lambs,  and 
was  embroidered  with  four  purple  crosses,  emblematical  of  the  cardinal  virtues.  Previous  to  its  being  sent  to  the  Metropolitan,  it  was  placed 
by  the  Pope  upon  St.  Peter's  tomb. 

The  Archiepiscopal  processional  Cros3  implied  that  the  See  of  York  was  Archiepiscopal,  and  that  the  pall  was  not  in  a  Bishoprick,  as  was 
sometimes  the  case  through  favour. 

This  bearing  of  the  See  was,  probably,  retained  until  the  termination,  in  1352,  of  the  dispute  concerning  precedency  between  Canterbury 
and  York,  when  Canterbury  obtainedjudgment  for  its  precedency,  and  that  See  has  thenceforth  retained  this  bearing. 

b — The  Arms  of  the  Percys,  from  the  west  end  of  the  Church.  The  family  of  the  Percys  were  noble  and  liberal  benefactors  to  the 
fabric. 

c — The  Arms  of  the  Vavasours,  from  the  west  end.  The  family  of  the  Vavasours  were  munificent  and  liberal  benefactors,  not  only  to  the 
Church  of  York,  but  to  many  ecclesiastical  edifices. 

d— The  Arms  of  the  See,  as  used  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  taken  from  the  east  window.  The  dexter  side  of  the  shield  is 
charged  with  the  original  bearing  of  the  shield  a,  whilst  the  sinister  side  is  charged  with  the  symbols  of  the  See  of  St.  Peter :  thus  showing  that 
although  precedency  had  been  assigned  to  the  See  of  Canterbury,  yet  the  Archbishop  of  York  was  truly  Metropolitan  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
See  of  St.  Peter  in  England,  and  also  that  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  of  the  See  was  derived  from  the  Bishop  of  Rome. 

E — The  present  Arms  of  the  See.-  Here  the  Archiepiscopal  Pall  and  Staff,  and  the  Pope's  Tiara,  are  rejected,  and  the  keys  only,  as  emblems 
of  St.  Peter,  are  retained,  and  surmounted  by  a  Regal  Crown.  This  alteration  in  the  bearing  was,  probably,  introduced  on  the  change  of 
religion,  when  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  of  the  See  was  denied  to  be  derived  from  the  Pope,  and  asserted  to  be  from  the  King. 

f — The  Arms  of  his  Grace  the  present  Lord  Archbishop  of  York,  united  to  the  modern  ensigns  of  the  See. 

g — The  Pope's  Conical  Cap,  exhibited  on  a  large  scale,  as  displayed  in  the  Arms  of  the  See  at  the  commencement  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
and  on  the  heads  of  several  Popes. 

h — The  Mitre  as  generally  used,  with  the  modern  Arms  of  the  See,  upon  the  Seals  of  the  Archbishops  in  ecclesiastical  transactions.  It 
is  the  form  which  adorns  the  heads  of  the  statues  of  deceased  Archbishops,  and  the  form  assigned  by  Guillim,  Robson,  and  several  heraldic 
writers  to  the  English  Archbishops.  Yet  it  is  more  fashionable  now  to  represent  the  Mitre  as  a  Crest,  indicative  of  the  combined  rank  of  an 
Archbishop,  as  in  the  order  of  precedency  of  the  political  state  (i.  e.  the  Mitre  issuing  from  a  Ducal  Coronet) ;  and  this  combination  of  rank 
was  introduced  on  the  Seal  of  the  See,  either  by  his  Grace  the  last  Archbishop  or  his  predecessor,  certainly  not  earlier.  In  ecclesiastical 
precedence  the  true  ensign  of  an  Archbishop  was  not  in  the  Mitre  but  in  the  Pall,  as  displayed  in  the  several  windows  of  the  Minster. 

The  splendour  of  the  Mitre  represented  the  honour  and  glory  with  which  the  venerable  servant  of  the  Lord  was  crowned.  The  two  parts 
of  the  Mitre,  the  Old  Law  and  the  New,  and  its  pendants,  the  mystical  and  literal  sense  of  interpretation  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 

The  Foliage  is  the  "Herba  Benedicta,"  used  generally  as  the  ornamental  foliage  of  the  Church,  until  about  the  end  of  the  thirteenth 
century. 

See  Picart  Ceremonies  Religieuses,  fyc.-^Dissert.  sur  les  Cerem.  des  Cathol.  Rom. — Rees'  Cy eloped.,  Art.  Mitre,  Crosier. — Fosbroke's 
Encycl.  of  Antiq.,  Art.  Vestments.— Innocent  III,  on  the  Mass.— Drake's  Hist,  of  York.—Dodd's  Church  Hist.— Guillim' s  Heraldry. 


PROSPECTUS. 


The  scarcity  of  "  Halfpenny's  Gothic  Ornaments  of  York  Cathedral,"  the  anxiety  to  obtain  copies  of  that  celebrated  publication,  and 
the  regret  expressed  by  learned  Antiquaries,  that  the  successive  characteristic  improvements  in  design,  the  conventional  forms  of  foliage 
distinguishing  the  different  periods  of  erection,  and  the  magnificence  of  the  building  in  detail,  were  not  sufficiently  exhibited  in  that  work, 
induced  the  Author  of  this  proposed  History,  (as  far  back  as  the  year  1827,)  to  undertake  a  similar  series  6f  additional  representations. 

The  unexpected  and  very  interesting  discovery  of  considerable  portions  of  the  walls  and  details  of  former  structures  below  the  choir,  in 
consequence  of  the  destruction  of  that  part  of  the  Cathedral  by  fire  in  the  year  1829,  and  the  access  which  was  obtained  to  all  the  other  parts 
of  the  edifice  while  undergoing  a  thorough  cleaning  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1835,  led  to  the  formation  of  a  plan  for  the  illustration  of  the 
rich  embellishments  and  the  early  history  of  the  building,  on  a  scale  more  extensive  than  had  ever  before  been  attempted. 

The  discussion  that  arose  out  of  the  proposal  to  remove  the  Organ-Screen  had  brought  to  light  some  valuable  matter  relating  to  the  history 
of  the  edifice,  and  suggested  many  doubts  as  to  the  correctness  of  what  had  been  commonly  stated  on  that  subject;  at  the  same  time  it  had 
started  several  difficulties  that  had  not  been  previously  felt,  and  excited  the  desire  of  a  more  patient  and  a  deeper  research  than  had  hitherto 
been  made.  To  solve  the  difficulties,  to  obtain  the  information  that  was  wanting  and  so  earnestly  desired,  became  an  object  intimately  connected 
with  the  illustration  of  the  embellishments  of  the  several  parts  of  the  edifice,  manifestly  the  work  of  different  ages.  To  effect  this  object  it  wag 
necessary  that  the  Author  should  have  free  access,  not  only  to  the  manuscript  records  of  the  See,  but  to  those  of  the  Venerable  the  Dean  and 
Chapter ;  and  such  access  was  granted  to  him  by  the  Dignitaries  of  the  Church  and  the  Officers  connected  with  the  depositories  of  such  records, 
with  a  promptitude  and  liberality,  that  claim  his  most  ardent  gratitude. 

The  manuscript  records  in  the  Archbishop's  register  office  embrace  the  registers  of  the  principal  ecclesiastical  transactions  of  the  Archbishops 
of  the  See,  from  Walter  Grey,  who  was  elected  to  the  pontificate  in  1216,  also  registers  of  wills  from  1389.  The  manuscripts  in  the  Dean  and 
Chapter's  office  embrace  registers  of  the  acts  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  &c,  from  the  year  1284;  registers  of  wills  from  1491 ;  the  renowned 
"  Magnum  Registrum  album,"  in  four  parts,  commencing  with  William  the  Conqueror,  and  Mr.  Torre's  elaborate  observations  on  the  ancient 
registers  of  the  Church.  The  result  of  the  Author's  labours  among  these  voluminous  manuscript  records  has  been  the  accumulation  of  a  large 
mass  of  unpublished  interesting  matter,  consisting  of  Bulls  from  the  Roman  Pontiffs,  Indulgences,  Acts  of  Chapters,  Commissions,  Appointments, 
Contracts,  Endowments,  Donations,  &c,  &c,  which  have  enabled  him  to  correct  several  erroneous  statements,  generally  to  be  met  with  in 
preceding  histories  of  the  building. 

The  manuscripts  relating  to  the  edifice  in  the  British  Museum,  in  the  Cottonian,  the  Lansdowne,  and  Harleian  Collections,  have  been 
particularly  and  closely  examined,  and  much  valuable  information  extracted  from  them.  Besides  these,  the  Author  has  carefully  consulted 
several  ancient  writers  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  the  valuable  manuscripts  of  the  indefatigable  Dodsworth,  and  of  Beckwith.  Important 
matter  has  also  been  obtained  by  him  from  records  in  the  Dutchy  Court  of  Lancaster  in  London ;  and  from  the  private  records  in  Hazelwood 
Hall,  the  ancient  seat  of  some  of  the  earliest  contributors  to  the  fabric,  which  the  Author  has  been  permitted  to  consult,  through  the  kindness 
of  the  Hon.  Sir  E.  M.  Vavasour,  Baronet. 

Disregarding  the  statements  of  modern  historians,  the  Author  has  been  anxious  to  confine  his  compilation  to  those  which  have  the  authority 
of  ancient  manuscript  documents,  and  of  contemporary  writers,  whenever  their  testimony  could  be  obtained.  His  earnest  desire  to  avoid  error 
has  led  him  into  a  course  of  very  laborious  investigation ;  but  his  labour  has  been  sustained  and  amply  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  much 
important  information  hitherto  not  generally  known,  relating  to  the  history  of  an  edifice  justly  the  object  of  universal  admiration. 

This  large  collection  of  facts  illustrative  of  the  progress  of  the  building  of  the  Cathedral,  aided  by  representations  of  very  curious  and 
beautiful  embellishments,  displaying  the  conventional  characters  of  the  various  parts  of  the  edifice  will,  the  Author  trusts,  be  not  undeserving 
of  the  attention  and  patronage,  not  only  of  the  antiquary,  but  also  of  the  general  historian,  and  the  lover  of  art. 


CONDITIONS. 

1.  — The  Work  will  be  divided  into  distinct  portions,  each  containing  the  history  and  description  of  the  several  successive  edifices,  an 
parts  of  the  present  edifice  and  their  characteristic  embellishments ;  with  references,  where  necessary,  to  Halfpenny's  "  Gothic  Ornaments." 

2.  — The  historical  statements  in  the  Work  will  be  accompanied  with  full  and  accurate  references  to  the  Manuscript  Records,  or  Books, 
from  which  they  have  been  collected. 

3.  — The  Work  will  be  published  in  Numbers,  to  appear  once  and  sometimes  twice  in  every  three  months,  until  the  whole,  amounting, 
probably,  to  about  twenty-five,  be  completed. 

4.  — It  will  be  printed  on  a  fine  wove  paper,  to  correspond  with  Halfpenny's  "  Gothic  Ornaments,"  at  Seven  Shillings  and  Sixpence  each 
Number. 

5.  — Each  Number  will  contain  five  plates,  with  a  portion  of  letter  press.  The  plates  to  be  etchings  npon  copper  by  the  Author  and  his  son. 


Those  Noblemen,  Clergy,  and  Gentlemen  who  approve  of  the  Author's  undertaking,  are  humbly  solicited  to  patronize  and  support  it,  and 
to  forward  their  names  and  residence  to  the  Author,  No.  21,  Blake-street,  York  ;  Mr.  Weale,  Architectural  Library,  No.  59,  High  Holborn, 
London ;  Mr.  Sunter,  (Successor  to  Messrs.  Todd,)  York ;  or  to  the  principal  Booksellers  in  York  and  other  places. 
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MAXWELL,  WM.  CONSTABLE,  Esq.,  Everingham 

Park. 

MAXWELL,  PETER  CONSTABLE,  Esq.,  Grove 

Hall,  Ferry-bridge. 
MEYNELL,  GEORGE,  Esq.,  York. 
MEYNELL,  THOMAS,  Esq.,  North  Kilvington. 
MILBANK,  MARK,  Esq.,  Thorpe  Perrow. 
MILLS,  Late  WM.,  Esq.,  Registrar  of  the  Dean  and 
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SHAW,  Mr.  T.,  Superintendent  of  Works,  Leeds. 

SHIPPERDSON,  EDWARD,  Esq.,  Durham. 

SHORT,  Mrs.,  Bootham,  York. 

SINGLETON,  Rev.  M.,  M.A.,  Hexham. 

SMIRKE,  SIR  ROBERT,  London. 

SMIRKE,  SIDNEY,  Esq.,  Architect,  London. 
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WILKINSON,  T.  C,  Esq.,  Newall  Hall,  Otley. 
WINN,  C,  Esq.,  Nostell. 
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